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And who in thoroughbreds in stable garb
Of blazoned rug, ranged orderly, will mark
The wistful eyelashes so long and dark,
And call to mind the old blood of the Barb,
And that slim island on whose bare campaigns
Galloped with flying manes,
For a King's pleasure, churning surf and scud,
A white Arabian stud ?

That stallion, teazer to Hobgoblin, free

And foaled upon a plain of Barbary :                      10

Godolphin Barb, who dragged a cart for hire

In Paris, but became a famous sire,

Covering all lovely mares; and she who threw

Rataplan to the Baron, loveliest shrew ;

King Charles's royal-mares; the Dodsworth Dam ;

And the descendants : Yellow Turk, King Tom ;

And Lath out of Roxana, famous foal ;

Careless ; Eclipse, unbeaten in the race,

With white blaze on his face ;

Prunella who was dam to Parasol.                          20

Blood Arab, pony, pedigree, no name,

All horses are the same :

The Shetland stallion stunted by the damp,

Yet filled with self-importance, stout and small;

The Cleveland slow and tall;

New Forests that may ramp

Their lives out, being branded, breeding free

When bluebells turn- the Forest to a sea,

When mares with foal at foot flee down the glades,

Sheltering in bramble coverts                                 30

From mobs of corn-fed lovers;

Or, at the acorn-harvest, in stockades,

A round-up being afoot, will stand at bay,

Or making for the heather clearings, splay

Wide-spread towards the bogs by gorse and whin,
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